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	British Society for the History of Science

Special Project Grants

Terms of Reference


The Special Project Fund provides support for those who have ideas for projects which will promote the general aims of the Society, viz to foster the understanding of the history and social impact of science, technology and medicine, in all their branches, in the academic and the wider communities. It is not intended for straightforward academic research projects, which are covered under the Research Grants scheme.

At present, the Society would be particularly interested in projects which would involve the wider community, but the remit of this grant scheme is purposefully broad to encourage diverse ideas.

Applications are invited in two cycles per year, with deadlines of 30 September and 31 March each year. The sums available will vary depending on the balance available in the Society’s Special Projects Fund, but grants could potentially range from £50 to £1500. The Society reserves the right to make no grants if no suitable projects are proposed.

· Applicants must be members of the Society.

· The proposed project must contribute to the Society's aims and objectives (see Mission Statement).

· The application must be fully costed, and include a definite plan of action.

· Projects should be feasible, with a realistic likelihood of completion within a year.

· Funding is not available for academic conferences. Potential conference organisers should see the guidelines on our conference pages.

Members of the Society who have ideas for projects, but do not as yet feel able to submit a fully costed and planned proposal, would be welcome to discuss their ideas with the Society’s officers or with the chair of the relevant committee.

Applications should be made on the form provided, and should include a brief curriculum vitae as well as a detailed description of the proposed project. A referee should be asked to send a supporting statement on the form provided. All materials should be sent to the Executive Secretary (email marked 'Special Projects Fund') to the address office@bshs.org.uk 

Applications will be considered by members of the Society's Grants Committee, and other experts as appropriate. No interviews will be held. The Society may offer an amount less than that applied for. Details of successful applicants may be published in the Society’s newsletter Viewpoint where appropriate. No correspondence will be entered into except under exceptional circumstances.

Depending on the size of the grant, it may be paid by cheque at the start of the agreed award period, or in instalments during the award period. Grants not taken up within six months will be cancelled. Successful applicants must submit a financial statement, and an informal 900-word report for publication in Viewpoint at the end of their award period (usually 12 months); and must acknowledge the support of the Society in any publications or presentations relating to the funded project.
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	British Society for the History of Science

Special Project Grants

Application Form


Please complete the form and return, with your CV, to the Executive Secretary in an email marked ‘Special Projects Fund’ by one of the deadlines.  Ask your referee to submit the Reference Form by the same date. All emails to be sent to office@bshs.org.uk
Signatures may be scanned or typed. 

Section A: Personal Details

	Your name:
	

	Your institution (if applicable):
	

	Correspondence address:


	

	E-mail:
	

	Title of your project:
	

	Expected cost:
	

	Expected completion date:
	

	Additional financial support granted or applied for:
	

	Grant sought from BSHS:
	

	Name of referee:
	

	Referee’s email:
	


Please attach a brief curriculum vitae (two pages) to your application.

The details you provide on this form may be stored electronically, but will be used only for assessing your grant application.  They will not be shared with third parties.

(continue to p.2)

Section B: Details of Project

Provide a description of your project, using the following section headings.   This description should not exceed three pages, and should end with the applicant’s declaration.

1.  Describe your proposed special project

2.  Proposed timetable for the project

3.  What materials, resources and/or labour will be required?  Do you have access to them?

4.  Detailed statement of proposed expenditure

5.  How will this project promote the aims and objectives of the BSHS?

6. Declaration by applicant

	I confirm that the details given on this form are accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Signature:
	Date:


 (end)
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	British Society for the History of Science

Special Project Grants

Reference Form


Please complete and return to the Executive Secretary in an email marked ‘Special Project Fund’ or by email to office@bshs.org.uk by 30 September or 31 March.  Please do not exceed two pages. Signatures may be typed or scanned. 
	Name of applicant:
	

	Name of referee:
	

	Referee’s institution and status:
	


1.  How are you acquainted with the applicant?

2.  From your knowledge of the applicant, do you believe s/he is capable of carrying out the proposed project successfully?

3.  Do you believe that the project will be of benefit to the British Society for the History of Science and/or to the history of science, technology and medicine more generally?

	Signature:


	Date:


The BSHS is a company limited by guarantee, registered number 562208; charity number 258854, registered address Avalon House, Marcham Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1UD, England. 
 Address for communications: PO Box 3401, Norwich, NR7 7JF, England.

