Great Exhibitions! 

The British Society for the History of Science Prize for Exhibits on the History of Science or Medicine

Eligibility

The competition is open for any public exhibit that deals with the history of science or the history of medicine. Entrants are welcome from institutions in any country and exhibits may be permanent or temporary. Eligible exhibits must use artefacts or places of some kind and this may include buildings or locations, pictures, instruments, objects and books. Web-exhibits are eligible for the prize.  The closing date is the 15th September 2010 and exhibits should still be available for viewing until the end of November 2010. The prize is £300. The winning exhibit will be the subject of a special feature in the BSHS’s Viewpoint magazine.
Criteria

The main criterion for judging this prize is the audience’s experience and therefore the judges will consider:

1) Clarity – is the purpose or aim of this exhibit clear? Has it clearly identified what it wants to tell the audience about the history of science or medicine?

2) Design – is the exhibit attractive and engaging? What makes this exhibit stand out from other exhibits? 

3) Learning – what sort of story does this exhibit tell about the history of science or medicine? Does it cater for its intended audience well? How accessible is the exhibit to a range of different audiences?

4) Originality – does the exhibit avoid cliché? Does it present the audience with something new? Does it challenge preconceptions?

Judging

Entrants need to submit an entrance form and supporting materials by 15th September 2010. Materials may be submitted electronically to outreach@bshs.org.uk or to S. Clarke, Wellcome Unit for the History of Medicine, 45-47 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 6PE. Supporting materials are very important in helping the judges make a decision and photographs or videos should be included along with the form. The judges would also be interested in any evidence collected by the organisers of the exhibit on visitors’ experiences. Whenever possible the judges will visit the exhibit or nominate a member of the society to do so. Any further queries should be addressed to outreach@bshs.org.uk.
