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	British Society for the History of Science

Master’s Degree Bursaries

Terms of Reference



The BSHS will each year award a number of bursaries of £1,000 to support students taking taught Master’s courses in the history of science, technology or medicine.  Applications are particularly welcome from those who have not studied the history of science, technology or medicine during their primary degree course.  Applications are also welcomed from those who are ineligible for grants from the usual funding bodies.

· Applicants must have a confirmed place upon a taught Master’s course focusing on the history of science, technology or medicine, at a higher education institution in the United Kingdom or Republic of Ireland.

· The bursaries are intended to cover living expenses and not fees.  Applicants must be able to demonstrate that their fees will be covered.

· There is no nationality requirement for applicants.  There is no age limit.

· Preference may be given to those who have not already studied the history of science or technology as part of a degree course.

· Non-members of the Society are welcome to apply.

Applications should be made on the form provided, and should include a financial statement indicating what other funding has been sought. Your application form must be signed and stamped by your institution. All application materials should be sent to the Executive Secretary (envelopes marked as 'Bursary Scheme') by 30 September each year. Applications will be accepted by email in PDF format. You should ask two referees to send their supporting statements directly to the Executive Secretary, using the forms provided, to office@bshs.org.uk 

Applications will be considered by members of the Society’s Grants Committee, and other experts as appropriate.  No interviews will be held.  Applicants will normally be notified by the end of October.  Details of successful applicants may be published in the Society’s newsletter Viewpoint where appropriate.  No correspondence will be entered into except under exceptional circumstances.

In addition to the £1,000 bursary, the successful applicants will receive a year’s free membership of the BSHS and a free registration at the BSHS postgraduate conference in January.  Grants will be paid by cheque or bank transfer at the start of the agreed award period.  Grants not taken up within six months will be cancelled.  Bursary recipients must notify the Society if their situation changes; a portion of the bursary may be reclaimed if the course is not completed.  Bursary recipients must submit a formal two-page report at the end of their award period, and an informal 700-word article for publication in the summer issue of Viewpoint.  They should acknowledge the support of the Society in any publications or conference presentations which may arise from their Master’s course.
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	British Society for the History of Science

Master’s Degree Bursaries

Application Form


Please complete and return to the Executive Secretary in an email marked ‘Master’s Degree Bursaries’ by 30 September.  Send the Reference Forms to your referees, and ask for them to be submitted by the same date, also by email. All emails should be sent to office@bshs.org.uk Signatures may be typed or scanned. 

1.  Personal Details

	Your name:
	

	Correspondence address:


	

	E-mail:
	

	Institution at which you will be studying:
	

	Title of Master’s programme:
	


2.  Education and Employment History

Give details of your post-GCSE (or equivalent) education, including subjects and grades.  If applicable, give details of your employment history.

a) Education

	Years
	Institution
	Subjects / Grades

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(continue to p.2)

b) Employment

	Years
	Employer
	Job title or description

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3.  Financial Details

a) What funding do you already have for your Master’s programme? [Even if you have no other funding, you must explain how your fees will be paid.]

b) What other funding have you applied for, and when will you hear?

c) Why do you need a BSHS Bursary?

4.  Referees’ Details

	
	Referee 1
	Referee 2

	Name:

Address:

Email:


	
	


(continue to p.3)
5.  Why do you believe the history of science and technology matters? (no more than 500 words)
6.  Declaration by director of Master’s programme

	I confirm that the applicant has a confirmed place on the Master’s course in the history of science and/or technology and/or medicine at my institution.  I further confirm that, to the best of my knowledge, the details given on this form are correct.

Name:

Signature:
	Institutional stamp:

Date:


7.  Declaration by applicant

	I confirm that the details given on this form are correct.

Signature:
	Date:


The details you provide on this form may be stored electronically, but will be used only for assessing your grant application.  They will not be shared with third parties.

(end)
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	British Society for the History of Science

Master’s Research Bursaries

Reference Form


Please complete and return to the Executive Secretary by email to office@bshs.org.uk by 30 September. Please do not exceed two pages. Please mark emails with the name of the applicant. 
Signatures may be typed or scanned. 

	Name of applicant:
	

	Name of referee:
	

	Referee’s institution and status:
	


1.  How are you acquainted with the applicant?

2.  How do you believe s/he will benefit from undertaking a Master’s degree in the history of science, technology or medicine?  Do you believe that a bursary from the British Society for the History of Science will make a significant difference to the candidate?

	Typed Signature:
	Date:


The BSHS is a company limited by guarantee, registered number 562208; charity number 258854, registered address Avalon House, Marcham Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 1UD, England.  
Address for communications: PO Box 3401, Norwich, NR7 7JF, England.

