
BSHS Engagement Fellow 2019/2020 at East Lothian Council Museums Service 

Name of placement provider East Lothian Council Museums Service (ELCMS) 
 

Name of contact Dr Claire Pannell 
 

Contact email address cpannell@eastlothian.gov.uk 
 

Address of placement Libraries & Museums HQ, Dunbar Road, Haddington, East Lothian EH41 3PJ 
 

Telephone 01620 820618 / 07805 692884 
 

Background to the Fellowship Project 
 
The ELCMS collection numbers in excess of 13,000 objects, the majority of which reflect the social history of 
East Lothian’s residents. Within the overall collection, we have a small collection of medical instruments that 
were used by a female GP (now retired) who practised in a large East Lothian town between 1950 and 1980. 
ECLMS are seeking a postgraduate student to take on the role of BSHS Engagement Fellow. The Fellow would 
carry out the necessary research and project planning to enable ELCMS to use this collection to engage local 
audiences with the history of medical practice in the region. The Fellow’s work would be supported by a 
bursary of £2,000 funded by the British Society for the History of Science.  
 
Potential areas of research relate both to the medical instruments that were once owned by a much respected 
local GP and her story. She became a prominent and much-loved figure in the local community and performed 
a wide range of medical treatments in people’s homes that would not happen today, such as forceps deliveries 
of neonates.  
 
The Fellow’s public engagement work could address a variety of topics, for example: the changing roles of GPs 
in today’s society; the cultural change in attitudes to GPs and hospitals, and the shift in maternity care out of 
the community, or changes in medical instruments such as disposable syringes (her collection comprises glass 
syringes and metal implements amongst other artefacts). 
 

 
The outputs, to be devised in collaboration with the Collections Officer, might include: 
 

 Developing a display with the help and support of the ELCMS exhibitions team. The Fellow could 
mount a display of their research, thereby gaining valuable transferable exhibition and communication 
skills. 

 Updating the database with more information about the objects 

 Digitising the objects 

 Carrying out an oral history interview with the subject in question 

 Creating a topic box dedicated to changing healthcare/maternity care in the home, for use by schools 
and community groups. We currently have a suite of 30 topic boxes but not one relating to medicine. 

 
The Collections Officer will provide the necessary support and training where appropriate for the successful 
completion of the project.  

 

Hours of Attendance The Fellow will commit 4 x 40 hours (160 hours in total) of time in a timetable 
to be agreed with the Collections Officer. Minimum expected attendance in 
Haddington, East Lothian, to be one day (6 hours) every fortnight.  
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Person Specification 

Essential Characteristics The successful Engagement Fellow will be a current postgraduate student with: 
 

 Excellent communication skills both written and verbal 

 Academic experience in the History of Science, Technology or Medicine, 
or related qualifications in an area such as Heritage Studies. 

 Proficiency in the use of MS Office suite 

 Willingness to learn and become proficient in museum curation skills 

 A friendly and approachable disposition 

 Documentation demonstrating their eligibility to work in the UK 

 Good organisation skills and creativity 
 

Desirable characteristics The successful Engagement Fellow may also possess: 
 

 Awareness and understanding of the Data Protection Act 2018 and its 
application to the project 

 Photography skills 

 Exhibition or display experience 

 Familiarity with collections management systems and databases such 
as Modes, AdLib or KeEmu 

 

 

To apply, send a curriculum vitae together with a short covering letter of up to 1,000 words including a statement of 

interest in the Fellowship. The letter should outline your relevant experience, how you anticipate bringing that 

experience to the project, and your initial ideas for engaging the public with the collection based on the project outline. 

Submit applications to cpannell@eastlothian.gov.uk with subject heading ‘BSHS Engagement Fellow’. 

Closing Date for applications 09:00 hours on 23rd December.   

Interviews will be held w/c 20th January 2020. 
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