
 
 

 

 

BSHS Engagement Fellowship 

Specification 

Name of placement provider: Essex Record Office 
Sector/type of Business: County archive 
Address: Essex Record Office 

Wharf Road 
Chelmsford 
CM2 6YT 

Telephone number: 033301 32500 
Name and position of contact: Martin Astell, ERO Manager 
Contact email address: martin.astell@essex.gov.uk 
Brief description of the project 
 
The Essex Record Office is the store house of Essex history. We preserve the 
documentary heritage of Essex – documents, images and sound and video 
recordings which together tell the story of nearly 1,000 of our county’s past. We 
preserve these records to provide and ensure public access to them. We make them 
available to all and promote them to a diverse range of audiences in order to 
engage, inform, educate, celebrate and inspire. 
 
Within the varied holdings of the Essex Record Office are a number of collections of 
value for researching the history of science, technology, engineering and medicine. 
For example, we hold business records relating to the three main industrial 
employers in Chelmsford in the 20th century: the Marconi Company 
(telecommunications), Crompton Parkinson (electrical manufacturing), and 
Hoffmann’s (ball bearings). 
 
The Essex Record Office holds over 100,000 photographs from the Marconi 
company. The earliest photographs date from the 1890s, and the latest are from the 
1980s. The history of the Marconi companies and the technology they produced is of 
local, national and international interest and importance. The technologies developed 
and produced in their Essex factories revolutionised communications and laid the 
foundations for the wireless world we live in today. 
 
Guglielmo Marconi set up the world’s first wireless factory in Hall Street, Chelmsford. 
The factory made radio sets which were used to communicate wirelessly in Morse 
code. These sets were often used on ships including, famously, the Titanic. It was a 
Marconi wireless operator who was able to send urgent messages to other vessels 
nearby as the ship sank. The Marconi companies went on to pioneer wireless voice 
communication and television broadcast, as well as radar and a host of other 
technologies. 
 
The Essex Record Office is currently planning a project to digitise, catalogue and 
place online our collection of photographs from the Marconi Company. We would like 
to encourage research around the Marconi Company and the technologies which 



 
 

 

 

were developed and manufactured in its factories in Essex, and in particular how 
they have helped to shape the ‘wireless world’ of today. 
 
The project being planned is intended to complement other activities being organised 
in Chelmsford and elsewhere in Essex, culminating in the British Science Festival 
2020 which will be taking place in Chelmsford. In advance of that event, the Essex 
Record Office will be seeking ways in which our varied collections could be used to 
highlight, learn more about and celebrate science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics generally, and to raise awareness and engagement with particular 
science-related collections. 
 
Project aim 
 
To investigate the potential of Essex Record Office collections for research in 
science, technology and engineering subjects, and to raise awareness of and 
engagement with particular records – primarily the Marconi Photographic Archive. 
 
Potential outputs 
 

• Blog posts would be very useful for raising awareness and interest in our 
collections, and in particular making connections between archives and the 
history of science and technology. 

 
• A temporary document display would also be helpful in encouraging 

engagement. 
 

• Some scoping work to understand the range of images featured in the 
Marconi Company photographs would be helpful in shaping our proposed 
digitisation project. 

 
• Resource guides to assist staff in understanding how some collections might 

be used to help people learn about science and technology. 
 
Outline of skills and knowledge required 
 
The student should be at Master’s or Ph.D. level. 
 
The ERO is seeking a research student with a particular interest in the history of 
science to provide insight and passionate engagement with our science-related 
collections. In theory, the range of ERO holdings might be of interest to students 
from many fields of study. But our desire to focus primarily on the Marconi 
Photographic Archive may mean that the fellowship will be of particular interest to 
those with a specialist interest in telecommunications or electronic engineering. 
 
The student will receive support from the Archivists team in identifying and 
understanding the significance of collections held in the ERO, but preference will be 
given to applicants who can demonstrate a prior interest in and research experience 



 
 

 

 

of relevant subject areas.  
 
Experience of working with primary source records would be particularly useful. 
 
A demonstrable ability to write in a clear and engaging way – particularly to a non-
expert audience – will be a great advantage. 
 
Support provided 
 
The student will receive mentoring support from the team of professional archives 
staff. They will be given opportunities to learn about specific aspects of the work of 
the archives collections team, such as cataloguing, digitisation, conservation and 
audio-visual archives. 
 
This could include, if the student would find it beneficial, spending time and carrying 
out tasks in the Conservation workshop and the Sound & Video Archive studio. 
 
The student will be assisted by the Archivists team in identifying collections of 
records relevant to their research. 
 
The student would be provided with guidance relating to both style and content of 
written resources to be produced, and will be supported in delivering those 
resources. 
 
Other information 
 
The duration of the placement will be four weeks full-time (or part-time equivalent). 
 
A bursary of £2,000 is available, funded by the British Society for the History of 
Science. 
 
The student must be eligible to work in the UK and will need to be able to travel to 
the ERO in Chelmsford. 
 
The student will require access to the ERO through a temporary day pass available 
from on-site security staff each day. 
 
The closing date for applications is 31 July 2019. 
 
 


