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WELCOME TO THE FIRST BRITISH SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE 

TWITTER CONFERENCE 

 

💻🌍🎓🔬🔭💉 

Welcome to the first digital conference of the British Society for the History of Science! 

Using the social media platform Twitter, this conference on the theme of Global and International 

Histories of STEM will bring a creative (and hopefully fun!) way to share academic research. We have 

33 papers from presenters spread across 12 countries and 8 time zones (ranging from GMT+11 to GMT-

8).  

 

This conference celebrates the international nature of our society. We aim to provide a platform for 

creative presenting, sharing ideas and engaging - digitally – with those interested with HSTM across 

the globe. Here’s to exciting research, good conversation, and new friends! 

🌎🌍🌏 

 
How will it work? 

 
A ‘paper’ will consist of a thread of 6 – 12 tweets, numbered and containing the hashtag 
#BSHSGlobalHist 
 
Each ‘paper’ will be tweeted out by our Communications Officer from @BSHSNews over a 10 
minute period from the programmed time 
 
The ‘presenters’ will be online on their personal account for at least the following 15 minutes to 
answer questions, promote discussion, and share additional information and resources! 

 

 

Your BSHS Twitter Conference 2020 Organising Committee: 

Jemma Houghton (@PlantHistorian) 

Kristin Hay (@kristinwh0) 

Francisco Malta Romeiras (@fmaltaromeiras) 

Nicola Sugden (@nicola_sugden) 

Alexander Longworth Dunbar (@AlexLDunbar) 

Geoff Bill 

John Mathew 

 

This conference has been inspired by the Underpinnings Museum Twitter Conference #UPMTC, 

organised by Lorraine Smith. You can find out more about their conference here: 

https://underpinningsmuseum.com/archive-twitter-conference-12-01-18/  

  

https://underpinningsmuseum.com/archive-twitter-conference-12-01-18/
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PROGRAMME 

 

GMT Name Title 

07:10 Lachlan Fleetwood 

@lachlanfleet 

Making Mountains Global 

07:35 Rebecca Le Get 

@rebecca_le_get 

The use and re-use of medicalised landscapes: the retention 

of former tuberculosis sanatoria sites in Australia, and their 
utilisation for health in the present 

08:00 Gianamar 
Giovannetti-Singh 

@gianamar97 

Galenising the New World 

08:25 Michaela Clark 

@michaelaclarkba 

The Afterlives of Clinical Photographs 

08:50 Louise Bell 

@LouBell 

The Prosthetics Industry in Britain During the First World War 

09:15 Derya Gurses 

Tarbuck 

@DGTarbuck 

Turkish scientists of STEM 

09:40 Paul Scott 

@SirJosephBanks 

The Great Panjandrum? 

10:05 Francesca Elliott 

@ModelHistorian 

Thomas Bangbala and the Global Workforce of 20th Century 
Manchester 

10:30 Rachael Jones 

@StrathArchives 

The Place of Useful Learning: 5 ways in which University of 
Strathclyde has maintained international STEM significance 
through the centuries 

10:55 Catherine Helen 

Gibson 

@C_H_Gibson 

Numbers are boring!: Debating data visualization at the 1872 

International Statistical Congress in St. Petersburg 

11:20 Michael Barany 

@mbarany 

🌎Making a Global Theory in Mid-20th Century Mathematics🌏 

11:45 Chaokang Tai 

@chaokangtai 

Anton Pannekoek and the Global Distribution of Labour in 
Astrophotography 

12:10 Helen-Frances 
Dessain 

@HFDessain 

Jane Marcet’s Conversation in Chemistry in Geneva 

12:35 Helen Parish 

@HelenLParish 

History, religion and ecology in early modern natural science 

13:00 Xavier Roqué 
Rodríguez 

@xavier_roque_r 

Small science 

13:25 Emmeline 
Ledgerwood 

@EmmeLedgerwood 

Privatisation of government science: scientists and the 
effects of organisational change on their working lives 
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13:50 Jörg Matthias 
Determann 

@JMDetermann 

The Extraterrestrial Life Debate and the Muslim World 

14:15 David Freis 

@freis_david 

Televising the Future: The 1970 Houston-Davos Broadcast 
and the Future of Medicine in the Space Age 

14:40 Osnat Katz 

@astrosnat 

“I don’t see any borders, do you?”: National histories of 
space science in an international world 

15:05 E. L. Meszaros 

@IAStranger 

Chaldean Astronomy in Latin Authors 

15:30 Mirjam Brusius 

@misabru 

"What to do with ’the field’? Reconsidering the History of 
scientific Exploration, Collecting and Museums in Light of the 
'Repatriation Debate’ 

15:55 Lea Beiermann 

@lea_bei 

“Everything new in the microscopical line”: Publishing 
microscope manufacturers in C19 Europe and America 

16:20 Manuel Xavier 

@mbarxavier 

Claiming authority with instrumental precision: Gago 
Coutinho’s Salmoiraghi theodolites 

16:45 Josepha Richard 

@GardensOfChina 

Uncovering the essential contributions of Chinese go-
betweens in the making of 18-19th century British knowledge 
of Chinese flora & traditional medicine 

17:10 Sarah A. Qidwai 

@skidwayy 

Complexities Around Translating Scientific Knowledge in 19th 
Century British India 

17:35 Mats Fridlund 

@matsfridlund 

What is Global Nuclear Culture? Understanding Nuclear 

Energy 

18:00 Jim Fleming 

@JFlemingHistory 

Big History Meets the History of Science 

18:25 Ross Brooks 

@rossb_oxford 

No Lustmord Please, We're British! The Whitechapel Murders 

and the Initial Reception of Richard von Krafft-Ebing's 
Psychopathia sexualis (1886) in Britain 

18:50 Linnea Kuglitsch 

@Archaesmallogy 

“Their Clothing and Keeping:” Insanity, dress, and 

institutional life in the United States 

19:15 Catarina Madruga 

@cmadruga 

Nature in Boxes 

19:40 Kate Bowell 

@MuseumsAskew 

Evolutions of Exhibition Text: Science and Technology Labels 
at National Museums Scotland 

20:05 Anna Toledano 

@annatoledano 

Resurrecting Lost Objects in the Natural History Museum 

20:30 Conor Heffernan 

@PhysCstudy 

Building the Perfect Man? Scientific Progress, Physical 
Culture and Personal Health in the Early Twentieth Century 
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED 

 

No matter your level of experience with Twitter, you can get involved with this digital conference! 

 

You can follow the @BSHSNews account or the hashtag #BSHSGlobalHist for the papers themselves – 

each paper will have its own thread containing the paper itself and all questions and discussion. 

 

Asking questions or sharing links of your own is strongly encouraged! You can simply click on the 

reply icon to ask your questions or start a discussion – just make sure to use the hashtag 

#BSHSGlobalHist and tag the presenter’s personal account to keep the conversation going. Feel 

free to share your own work and links too (though please keep in mind the social media guidelines 

on the next page). 

 

We strongly encourage you to include the Twitter handle of the speaker. Although we will include 

their handle in the first and last tweet, there is no guarantee that they will be linked in replies to 

the middle tweets (and so they will not be notified). If you are unsure if they have been linked, we 

recommend you include their Twitter handle in your tweet to ensure that the presenter is notified 

(twitter handles can be found in the abstracts section of this document). 

 

 
Please include the conference hashtag in ALL your tweets (#BSHSGlobalHist)! 

 

 

Including the hashtag will ensure that your questions, and any subsequent discussions, can be found 

by those following the conference hashtag.  

 

New to Twitter or in need of a refresher? There are lots of helpful guides to get you started, 

including some FAQs for new users (https://help.twitter.com/en/new-user-faq) and a glossary of 

terminology (https://help.twitter.com/en/glossary). 

 

Not on Twitter? Don’t worry! You don’t need a Twitter account to view the site – just head to 

www.twitter.com/bshsnews on 12th February to read along! 

 

Enjoy the conference! 

💻🌍🎓🔬🔭💉 🌎🌍🌏 

  

https://help.twitter.com/en/new-user-faq
https://help.twitter.com/en/glossary
http://www.twitter.com/bshsnews
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SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

 

The British Society for the History of Science (BSHS) strives to be a community that welcomes and 

supports people of all backgrounds and identities. This includes, but is not limited to members of any 

race, ethnicity, culture, national origin, colour, immigration status, social and economic class, 

educational level, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, age, size, family status, 

religion, and mental and physical ability. We are committed to providing a welcoming and inspiring 

community for all. 

 

We want every BSHS Meeting to be a safe and productive environment for delegates. We expect all 

participants—attendees, speakers, sponsors and volunteers—to demonstrate appropriate behaviour 

at BSHS conferences, including BSHS-related social events and in related online communities and 

social media. 

 

In order to ensure that conference social media use is a positive and affirmative experience for all 

users and non-users who are quoted and referenced throughout a BSHS event, we request that social 

media users adhere to the following guidelines. 

 First and foremost, think before you tweet. Use common sense and courtesy when tweeting. 

The ‘Golden Rule’ is: tweet unto others as you would have them tweet unto you. Remember, 

we are a community of professionals and we should conduct ourselves professionally. 

 Be generous with compliments and feel free to share interesting links to projects and 

materials, highlighting a colleague’s research in a positive way. The tone of tweets should 

always be polite and respectful, as if you were speaking to the presenter directly. 

 Questions, comments and constructive feedback should be made on social media in a 

courteous manner. When quoting or citing others’ work, we ask users of social media to 

uphold our scholarly values of intellectual collegiality and accuracy, and to respect context 

at all times to avoid misrepresentation and appropriation. 

 Include the conference hashtag (ie. #BSHSGlobalHist) so others may find tweets relating to 

the conference and their work quickly.  

 Questions and comments should always relate to the presenter’s research and ideas only – 

not to their person or their mode of presentation. The strength of our community comes from 

its diversity. 

According to our archival policy, we archive all tweets using the conference hashtag. We make them 

available via the BSHS website and they are deposited digitally in the BSHS archive. 

 

These guidelines reflect our common understanding and goal of a collaborative, shared environment. 

We expect it to be followed in spirit as much as in the letter. In the case of inappropriate social 

media use, please inform a member of the BSHS Council and please do not engage at all with tweets 

that may be in breach of these guidelines. 

 

(Guidelines adapted with permission from SHARP) 

(Further tailored for #BSHSGlobalHist by Jemma Houghton)  
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ABSTRACTS 

 

07:10 LACHLAN FLEETWOOD @LACHLANFLEET 

Making Mountains Global 

Around 1810 the Himalaya finally became the highest mountains (displacing Humboldt’s Andes). 

Naturalists tried to measure scientific phenomena in three dimensions, but global comparisons often 

caused confusion. Imposing commensurability was a laborious task.  

 

 

Speaker biography 

Lachlan Fleetwood is currently finalising his PhD at the University of Cambridge. His doctoral thesis 

examines the role of global comparison in early scientific and imperial understandings of the 

Himalaya. Parts of this research – on measuring mountains and on altitude sickness – have been 

published in History of Science and Itinerario, and he has also written about scientific instruments 

and exploration for the forthcoming SAGE Handbook of Historical Geography. 
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07:35 REBECCA LE GET @REBECCA_LE_GET 

The use and re-use of medicalised landscapes: the retention of former tuberculosis sanatoria 

sites in Australia, and their utilisation for health in the present 

Tuberculosis marked lungs, but also the landscapes surrounding places of treatment (sanatoria) as a 

part of treatment. Former sites in SE Australia have been retained as public parklands, but the 

continued promotion today of these spaces in public health has been little-explored. 

 

Speaker biography 

Rebecca Le Get is an environmental historian and ecologist, who completed a PhD at La Trobe 

University in May 2019. Her research has primarily focused upon the historical land-uses of the 

remnant River Red Gum woodlands that were formerly the grounds of specialised hospitals for the 

treatment of tuberculosis from the late 19th to the mid-20th centuries in Australia. She is interested 

in the history of the medical sciences in particular, and their influence upon the unbuilt landscape 

and other areas that may be described as "natural." 

 

08:00 GIANAMAR GIOVANNETTI-SINGH @GIANAMAR97 

Galenising the New World 

This paper situates the Jesuit Lafitau’s “discovery” of Canadian ginseng within its social, commercial, 

& religious contexts & illustrates how the missionary’s upbringing and education in France shaped 

how he perceived and Galenised nature in the New World. 

 

Speaker biography 

Gianamar Giovannetti-Singh is a doctoral student in History and Philosophy of Science at the 

University of Cambridge. His PhD research explores the changing nature of historical and scientific 

credibility during the Jesuit China mission and examines the tensions between globalisation and 

mondialisation in the emergence of Enlightenment disciplines. 
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08:25 MICHAELA CLARK @MICHAELACLARKBA 

The Afterlives of Clinical Photographs 

Clinical photographs play a crucial role in #histmed. More than objective records, these scientific 

images also operate cultural artefacts. Join me in discovering what it means to both sort and study 

an orphaned collection of this kind. #visualstudies #materialculture #archive 📸 

 

Speaker biography 

Michaela Clark is a first year PhD student at the University of Manchester’s Centre for History of 

Science, Medicine and Technology (CHSTM). While her training lies in visual culture studies, 

Michaela’s research has persistently shifted towards the history and politics of medical representation 

with a focus on clinical photographs and hospital archives. Until recently Michaela was a part-time 

lecturer at Stellenbosch University's Visual Arts Department where she graduated with an MA in Visual 

Studies cum laude. 

 

08:50 LOUISE BELL @LOUBELL 

The Prosthetics Industry in Britain During the First World War 

Around 41,000 British men returned from #ww1 missing one or more limbs. But what provision was 

made for them? The prostheses industry in Britain expanded and adapted rapidly and huge advances 

were made in the design of these artificial limbs. [image: SM 1999-421] 

 

Image description 
 

Picture shows a wooden artificial leg. Straps are shown at the 
top, where it would be attached to the remaining stump. A 
metal knee joint is also shown. The bottom area is foot-like 
in shape. 

 

Speaker biography 

Louise Bell is an independent researcher whose primary focus is disability and the First World War 

and, in particular, those who lost limbs in this conflict. During the centenary, she worked as First 

World War Diverse Histories Researcher at The National Archives. Her first book was published with 

Pen and Sword in November 2018, entitled Images of The National Archives: Armistice. 
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09:15 DERYA GURSES TARBUCK @DGTARBUCK 

Turkish scientists of STEM 

I will tweet about a Turkish STEM scientist at a time with the aim of proving the point of International 

engagement in STEM education and research brought about the transition from Local to Global for 

these scientists. 

 

Speaker biography 

I am an Assistant Professor in History at Bahcesehir University, Turkey. I obtained my PhD in 

intellectual history at Bilkent University in Turkey. 

 

09:40 PAUL SCOTT @SIRJOSEPHBANKS 

The Great Panjandrum? 

Joseph Banks, was described by David Attenborough as “The Great Panjandrum of Georgian Science” 

reflecting upon his position as President of the Royal Society for 41 years. A time described by Richard 

Holmes as “The Age of Wonder”. What was Joseph Banks contribution to science?  

 

 

Speaker biography 

Paul Scott is a founding member, Trustee and Curator of the Sir Joseph Banks Society based in 

Lincolnshire, England. He regularly writes articles and carries out talks on Sir Joseph Banks. He is 

closely involved with the commemoration activities in 2020 which will mark the bicentenary of Banks 

death. The society patrons are Sir David Attenborough and The Rt Hon The Lord Waldegrave of North 

Hill. 
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10:05 FRANCESCA ELLIOTT @MODELHISTORIAN 

Thomas Bangbala and the Global Workforce of 20th Century Manchester 

Thomas Bangbala, born Lagos, Nigeria. Moved to Manchester 1928 🐝 Trained as an electrical engineer 

👨🏿🔧 Fought racism to have a successful career, first Black person in the Electrical Trades Union, 

community leader. How can his story challenge perceptions of 20th c. Manchester? 

 

 

Speaker biography 

I am a PhD student at the Centre for the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine at the 

University of Manchester, studying the use of working models in technical education, in collaboration 

with the Science and Industry Museum. I am also consulting on the redevelopment of the Science and 

Industry Museum’s Power Hall, and it is from this research that this presentation will be taken. 
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10:30 RACHAEL JONES @STRATHARCHIVES 

The Place of Useful Learning: 5 ways in which University of Strathclyde has maintained 

international STEM significance through the centuries 

With roots as one of the world’s earliest technical colleges @UniStrathclyde has an important global 

position in #STEM history. This paper will delve into @StrathArchives to explore 5 Strathclyde STEM 

innovators who have had an inspiring international impact🌎 

 

Image Description 
 

International Students at the Royal College 
of Science and Technology, 1958. [Archives 
reference: OP/4/195/1] 
 
Image shows three male international 
students at the Royal College of Science and 
Technology, an antecedent institution of the 
University of Strathclyde, inspecting a piece 
of machinery and taking notes. The 
photograph is black and white.  

 
 

 

Speaker biography 

Rachael Jones is Assistant Archivist at the University of Strathclyde and is speaking on behalf of the 

Archives and Special Collections: the memory and guardian of the institution’s history. Within the 

institutional records can be found the stories of inspiring women and men who have studied and 

taught at the University and its antecedent institutions, including ‘Anderson’s Institution’ and the 

‘Royal Technical College’. Other collections support research in a number of different areas with 

particular strengths including: occupational and environmental health; education and teaching; and 

town planning. The collections are a unique research and learning resource open to all. 

 

  



#BSHSGlobalHist 
 

13 
 

10:55 CATHERINE HELEN GIBSON @C_H_GIBSON 

Numbers are boring!: Debating data visualization at the 1872 International Statistical Congress 

in St. Petersburg 

#Maps🗺️& #dataviz📊📈are powerful & persuasive tools for analysing, communicating & comparing 

data. Here's a brief look at #19C #dataviz debates: How can we present data graphically? Is 

international uniformity desirable? How widely can (should?) we compare? (Img: von Mayr 1874). 

 

Speaker biography 

Catherine Gibson is a research fellow School of Theology and Religious Studies at the University of 

Tartu, Estonia @unitartu. She was awarded a PhD from the European University Institute @EUI_history 

in 2019. She has published widely on nationalism, language politics, and history of geography in 

Eastern Europe and Russia and is currently working on a book about ethnographic mapmaking in 

imperial Russia. 
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11:20 MICHAEL BARANY @MBARANY 

🌎Making a Global Theory in Mid-20th Century Mathematics🌏 

Tracing the theory of distributions across six continents (1-2 tweets each) from 1945 to 1960, I show 

how new theories became global by being different things to different people, and what that says 

about modern math. 

 

 
Image Description 

 
World map showing orange dots for sites where the theory of distributions was researched, with 
dots on six continents, clustered especially in Europe and the eastern parts of North and South 
America. 
 

 

Speaker biography 

Michael J. Barany is lecturer in the history of science at the University of Edinburgh and researches 

the international and global history, sociology, and culture of modern mathematics and science. His 

work on globalization and mathematics has been honourably mentioned in the 2010 and 2014 BSHS 

Singer Prize and 2017 IUHPST/DHST Prize for Young Scholars competitions. He tweets at @mbarany, 

and more recently (and cheekily) @MathHistFacts, and shares his longer writings at 

http://mbarany.com. 
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11:45 CHAOKANG TAI @CHAOKANGTAI 

Anton Pannekoek and the Global Distribution of Labour in Astrophotography 

In 1919, Pannekoek founded an astronomical institute without telescope that would work with 

photographic plates taken elsewhere. His research exemplifies how astrophotography enabled global 

division of labour among specialized institutions and transformed astronomical practice. 

 

 

Speaker biography 

Chaokang Tai is a PhD researcher in history of science at the University of Amsterdam. He is a member 

of the Vossius Center for History of Humanities and Sciences, University of Amsterdam, and the 

Descartes Centre for the History and Philosophy of the Sciences and the Humanities, Utrecht 

University. His current project focuses on the astronomical research of Anton Pannekoek and how it 

related to his Marxism. He edited the collected volume Anton Pannekoek: Ways of Viewing Science 

and Science, published by Amsterdam University Press in 2019. 

 

12:10 HELEN-FRANCES DESSAIN @HFDESSAIN 

Jane Marcet’s Conversation in Chemistry in Geneva 

Jane #Marcet 1806 Conversations on #Chemistry wasn’t translated into French until 1826 despite 

English sales figures. But in an 1806 Biblioteque Britannique review, snippets of her work were 

translated. This paper will look at this first #French presentation of Marcet’s work. 

 

Speaker biography 

HF Dessain is an independent nineteenth-century historian of science and technology. Her most 

recent publication was an article on Shortshanks, mechanisation and millennialism in Romance, 

Revolution and Reform (online journal) 
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12:35 HELEN PARISH @HELENLPARISH 

History, religion and ecology in early modern natural science 

#climatechange #ecology are undoubtedly key questions of our time. But they are also historical & 

cultural problems. This paper debates #earlymodern intersections of human & natural histories to 

position the history of science and religion at the centre current debates 

 

Speaker biography 

Helen Parish is Professor in History at the University of Reading, UK. Her interests lie in the history 

of religion and belief in the early modern period. Publications include book-length studies of clerical 

celibacy and marriage in the Latin church, and miracles, magic, and superstition in Reformation 

Europe. Current work has focused on saints and relics, history writing during the Reformation, and 

intersections between religion, superstition, and magic in the natural world. Recent publications 

include an investigation of animal familiars in early modern England, and an analysis of the 

relationship between religion, providentialism, and natural history in Reformation Europe. 

 

13:00 XAVIER ROQUÉ RODRÍGUEZ @XAVIER_ROQUE_R 

Small science 

Research by small autonomous teams may seem out of place in the world of Big Science, but it has 

remained an important element of contemporary scientific practice. What are the historical roots of 

small science? How effective and disruptive is it? #smallscience #thriftyscience   

 

Speaker biography 

Historian of science at the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona. Contemporary physics, gender and 

science, science education. Coeditor, with Néstor Herran, of La física en la dictadura. Físicos, cultura 

y poder en España, 1939-1975(EdicionsUAB, 2012). Setting up the first degree in science studies in 

Spain. Researching the history and meanings of small-scale scientific practice. 
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13:25 EMMELINE LEDGERWOOD @EMMELEDGERWOOD 

Privatisation of government science: scientists and the effects of organisational change on their 

working lives 

Taking up the @BSHSNews #BSHSGlobalHist Twitter conference challenge 12/02/20. How did 

organisational change in UK government research labs affect the scientists who worked in them? 

Listen 🎧to scientists describe the changing nature of working life as told to @BL_OralHistory. 

 

 

Speaker biography 

Emmeline Ledgerwood is a PhD student with the University of Leicester (@HyPIRUoL) and The British 

Library Oral History Department (@BL_OralHistory). She is conducting life story interviews with 

former government scientists in the UK to explore how Conservative policies of civil service reform 

during the 1980s and 1990s led to organisational change in government research establishments. Her 

interviews reveal how these changes affected many aspects of their working lives, such as promotion 

prospects, relationships with colleagues and collaborators, expectations of productivity and adapting 

to commercial priorities. 
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13:50 JÖRG MATTHIAS DETERMANN @JMDETERMANN 

The Extraterrestrial Life Debate and the Muslim World 

Historians of the extraterrestrial life debate have mostly focused on the Western tradition. In 

contrast, this presentation contributes to a more global history of ideas of the plurality of worlds. I 

will explore astrobiology and its culture across Muslim-majority countries. 

 

Speaker biography 

Jörg Matthias Determann is Associate Professor of History at Virginia Commonwealth University in 

Qatar. He also serves as an associate editor of the Review of Middle East Studies. He holds a doctorate 

from the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, and master’s degrees from the 

University of Vienna. He is the author of three books: Space Science and the Arab World: Astronauts, 

Observatories and Nationalism in the Middle East; Researching Biology and Evolution in the Gulf 

States: Networks of Science in the Middle East; and Historiography in Saudi Arabia: Globalization and 

the State in the Middle East. 
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14:15 DAVID FREIS @FREIS_DAVID 

Televising the Future: The 1970 Houston-Davos Broadcast and the Future of Medicine in the 

Space Age 

At a 1970 congress about medical futures in Davos, a 1st satellite broadcast bridged the Atlantic to 

connect 25000 German physicians to @NASA medical experts. Promising a new kind of conference 

communication, satellite TV became medium and message of medical futurity. 

 

 
Image Description 

 
Schematic map of the broadcast showing the communication lines via Intelsat III 

 

 

Speaker biography 

David Freis is a research associate in #histmed at @WWU_Muenster. He studied history, political 

science, and gender studies at @ruhrunibochum and received a PhD in History and Civilization from 

@EUI_History. He is the author of several #histpsych articles and chapters, the monograph “Psycho-

Politics between the World Wars” was published by @PalgraveHistory in 2019. He currently writes a 

history of the medicine of the future in cold-war Germany. 
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14:40 OSNAT KATZ @ASTROSNAT 

“I don’t see any borders, do you?”: National histories of space science in an international world 

The history of space science is truly international – but far too often national histories are subsumed 

into US or Soviet space history. By carefully contextualising British space history we can draw out the 

unique British contributions to space science while avoiding chauvinism. 

 

Speaker biography 

Osnat Katz is a first-year PhD student researching the history of British space science with UCL and 

the Science Museum. Her work combines oral testimony and material culture to construct a social 

and cultural history of British space science. 

 

15:05 E. L. MESZAROS @IASTRANGER 

Chaldean Astronomy in Latin Authors 

Babylonian knowledge influenced ✨astronomy✨ in ancient Rome. But Latin references to such 

“Chaldean” knowledge & the appeal to foreign/expert sources say more about Rome than 

Babylonia. @IAStranger shows this in action in the writings of some Latin authors!  

 

Image Description 
 

Frontispiece from Kepler’s Rudolphine Tables. 
The image is black ink lines on a white 
background showing a small gazebo-like temple. 
The temple features prominent figures of 
astronomy in the front, including Tycho Brahe 
(front and center), Copernicus, Ptolemy and 
Hipparchus and the names of Aratus and Meton. 
Tools of astronomical observation adorn the 
columns. Standing in the background of the 
temple is the figure of a Chaldean, forming the 
base on which the later astronomers could 
build. 

 

Speaker biography 

@IAStranger (she/her) is a Ph.D. student in the history of the exact sciences in antiquity at 

@BrownUniversity; a former linguist, social scientist, A.I. researcher, classicist, and @NASA intern; 

and an aspiring circus artist🎪 
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15:30 MIRJAM BRUSIUS @MISABRU 

"What to do with ’the field’? Reconsidering the History of scientific Exploration, Collecting and 

Museums in Light of the 'Repatriation Debate’ 

Scientific exploration is an established field in #HistSci. But objects collected in former imperial 

spaces ended up in Western #museums that are now under attack. How can historians of science 

respond to these important debates, and study 'the field' in a more inclusive way? 

 

Speaker biography 

Dr Mirjam Brusius is a research fellow in Colonial and Global History @ghilondon @webertweets. Her 

research interests concern the history of scientific exploration, collecting, museums, photography 

and visual culture across Modern Europe and the Middle East. She holds an MA in Art History, Cultural 

Studies and Musicology @HumboldtUni and a doctorate in History and Philosophy of Science 

@CambridgeHPS. She previously held fellowships @khiflorenz @MPIWG @MHCHarvard @OxfordArtHist 

and @TORCHOxford. 

 

15:55 LEA BEIERMANN @LEA_BEI 

“Everything new in the microscopical line”: Publishing microscope manufacturers in C19 

Europe and America 

Pubs issued by C19 🔬 makers in Europe & 🇺🇸 were half trade catalogues, half science journals. Some 

included blatant adverts, some focused on “microscopical science”. How did 🔬 pubs perform the 

tightrope act of providing supposedly objective scientific info while advertising 🔬? 

 

Speaker biography 

Lea Beiermann is a PhD candidate at Maastricht University and a member of the MUSTS (Maastricht 

University Science, Technology & Society Studies) research group. She holds a BA in Creative Writing 

and Journalism and a Research MSc in Cultures of Arts, Science and Technology. Lea's PhD project 

looks at the history of microscopy in the nineteenth century, asking how circulating microscopy 

artefacts spurred the formation of an international microscopy community. As part of her PhD 

research, Lea runs a crowdsourcing project (@micro_worlds) that invites citizen scientists to identify 

and classify nineteenth-century microscopy illustrations. 
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16:20 MANUEL XAVIER @MBARXAVIER 

Claiming authority with instrumental precision: Gago Coutinho’s Salmoiraghi theodolites 

In 1908, Portuguese surveyor Gago Coutinho commissioned adapted theodolites from Italian 

instrument maker Angelo Salmoiraghi. Poor results in a surveying mission to Mozambique caused a 

clash for scientific and professional authority.🔭😤🇵🇹 🇮🇹 #instrumenttrade #instrumentalerrors 

 

Speaker biography 

Manuel Xavier is a PhD candidate in history of science at the University of Lisbon (CIUHCT–FCUL). He 

completed a BA and a MA in Physics, and is currently exploring the relations between scientific 

networks, research schools, and politics, during the Portuguese dictatorial period (20th century). He 

also works in the material culture interface, with museum instrument collections (MUHNAC), namely, 

surveying instruments used in missions to the Portuguese colonies in Africa. 

 

16:45 JOSEPHA RICHARD @GARDENSOFCHINA 

Uncovering the essential contributions of Chinese go-betweens in the making of 18-19th 

century British knowledge of Chinese flora & traditional medicine 

I will demonstrate how local Chinese became essential go-betweens in the process of 18-19th c. 

British appropriation of knowledge on Chinese flora & traditional medicine in Guangzhou - a city 

linked w/ #global networks & the only part of Chinese territory available to Westerners. 

 

Speaker biography 

Josepha Richard (@GardensOfChina) is an historian specialised in 18-19th century China, with a 

specific interest in the urban history of Guangzhou (Canton) and Sino-Western interactions under the 

Qing dynasty (1644-1911). She received a PhD in Landscape History at the University of Sheffield, an 

MA in Art History from Paris IV Sorbonne University and an MA in Advanced Chinese Studies from Leeds 

University. Her thesis looked at the ways that Hong merchants used their private homes and gardens 

for social mobility in the global and local context of the Canton System (1757-1842). In 2017 she 

became part of the Oak Spring Garden Foundation's John Bradby Blake project. The latter combines 

history of art and science by analysing botanically accurate paintings of Chinese plants commissioned 

by British trader John Bradby Blake in late 18th century Guangzhou, as well as Blake's abundant 

handwritten manuscripts on the plants. Josepha has first undertaken this research at the department 

of history at the University of Bristol and is now based at the University of Sheffield. 
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17:10 SARAH A. QIDWAI @SKIDWAYY 

Complexities Around Translating Scientific Knowledge in 19th Century British India 

In 1844, Sayyid Ahmad Khan published an Urdu translation of a Persian text on mechanics. In 1864, 

when he founded The Scientific Society, his focus shifted from Persian to English texts, but the 

translations were still in Urdu. Why? 

#Twitterstorians #histSTM @hssonline @UofT 

 

Image Description 
 

A diagram from Tashil fi Jar-e Saqil (science of 
forces or mechanics) (1844) 

 

Speaker biography 

Sarah A. Qidwai is a PhD candidate at the University of Toronto’s Institute for the History and 

Philosophy of Science and Technology, where she is working on a dissertation on the history of 

science and Islam in British India. Her dissertation focuses on the Indian Muslim reformer Sir Sayyid 

Ahmad Khan (1817-1898), founder of Aligarh Muslim University, and argues that he was a 

popularizer of science. 
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17:35 MATS FRIDLUND @MATSFRIDLUND 

What is Global Nuclear Culture? Understanding Nuclear Energy 

The presentation extends Jeff Hughes’ 2012 question ‘What is British #nuclearculture?’, through a 

study of the transnational conception of #HenryMoore’s Anglo-American bronze #NuclearEnergy & 

global circulation & reception of its maquettes & statuettes and image representations 

 

 

Speaker biography 

Dr Mats FRIDLUND is Deputy Director of Centre of Digital Humanities at the University of Gothenburg 

and has an MScEng (Engineering Physics) and PhD (History of Technology) from KTH Royal Institute of 

Technology in Stockholm.  He has held academic positions in Finland, Denmark, China, USA and the 

UK, among which the first tenured history of technology professorship in Denmark. His research focus 

on the cultural and political history of technology and materiality where his current research program 

interrogates the role of science and technology in the emergence and globalization of terrorisms 

since the 19th century. 
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18:00 JIM FLEMING @JFLEMINGHISTORY 

Big History Meets the History of Science 

Presents a critique of “Big History” from the perspectives of history of science and offers a 

counterproposal inspired by the History Manifesto. The critique involves recreating universal macro-

histories based on earlier scientific assumptions. It also evaluates some strengths of Big History as 

promoted by its supporters. 

 

 

Speaker biography 

Jim Fleming is the Charles A. Dana Professor of Science, Technology, and Society at Colby College, 

Maine, USA. He has written extensively on the history of weather, climate and the environment. His 

books include Meteorology in America (1990), Historical Perspectives on Climate Change (1998), The 

Callendar Effect (2007), Fixing the Sky (2010), Inventing Atmospheric Science (2016), and FIRST 

WOMAN: Joanne Simpson and the Tropical Atmosphere (in press). Jim is a resident of China, Maine 

(not Mainland China!) He enjoys fishing, good jazz, good BBQ, watching clouds, and seeing students 

flourish. "Everything is unprecedented if you don't study history." 
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18:25 ROSS BROOKS @ROSSB_OXFORD 

No Lustmord Please, We're British! The Whitechapel Murders and the Initial Reception of 

Richard von Krafft-Ebing's Psychopathia sexualis (1886) in Britain 

This paper will show how Krafft-Ebing’s momentous sexological treatise Psychopathia sexualis was 

first introduced to Britain in the autumn of 1888 by the London press as a means of taunting the 

medical establishment for its inability to explain #jacktheripper's state of mind. 😱 

 

 

Speaker biography 

I am a PhD student @brookes_history @oxford_brookes. My project is titled 'Evolutions's Closet: Queer 

Science in Britain, 1871-1967' and is funded by @wellcometrust. My master's thesis, on the 

development of the sadism diagnosis, was named as proxime accessit for the Rees Davies Prize 2018, 

awarded by @RoyalHistSoc. I have published several articles on the origins of modern sexology in 

leading #HSTM journals. Recently I acted as Contributing Editor for a queer-themed issue of 

@BSHSViewpoint. I also pursue an interest in Oxford's LGBTQ+ history @Queer_Oxford. 
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18:50 LINNEA KUGLITSCH @ARCHAESMALLOGY 

“Their Clothing and Keeping:” Insanity, dress, and institutional life in the United States 

By 1900, lunatic asylums existed throughout the USA. The clothes people wore on the wards reflected 

social hierarchies, medical belief, and daily needs. Safety pins, buttons, and fasteners excavated 

from an institutional dump highlight these intimate, bodily histories.🗝️🧥 

 

Speaker biography 

Linnea Kuglitsch is an early career researcher and recent graduate of the University of Manchester. 

Trained in archaeology and history, her doctoral research (#MateriaMoral) focused on the institutional 

treatment of insanity the United States. She is currently preparing this material for publication and 

is seeking to introduce her archaeological perspectives to new ‘medical’ histories and contexts. 

 

19:15 CATARINA MADRUGA @CMADRUGA 

Nature in Boxes 

Most 19thC #NatHistMuseums in Europe corresponded with & bought from naturalists, explorers, and 

traders of NatHist to enlarge their collections. In this 📜I contrast materials from dif🗃️Archives 

to🔦reflect how Nature🌿💎🦉🐞🦁🦈was put into📦🧥&transformed into #MuseumSpecimens   

 

Speaker biography 

History of Natural History Collections enthusiast, PhD candidate in History and Philosophy of Science 

at the University of Lisbon, with the dissertation “Taxonomy and Empire. Zoogeographical research 

on Portuguese Africa, 1862-1881” 
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19:40 KATE BOWELL @MUSEUMSASKEW 

Evolutions of Exhibition Text: Science and Technology Labels at National Museums Scotland 

Exhibition labels provide a new way to explore the history of science and technology engagement in 

museums – what was valued and how it was voiced – through the unpacking of their content and 

contexts. Examples from 150 years and 20,000+ labels at @NtlMuseumsScot. 

.  

 

Speaker biography 

Kate Bowell is a doctoral candidate in Science, Technology, and Innovation Studies at the University 

of Edinburgh. In partnership with National Museums Scotland, she researches the history of science 

and technology exhibition labels. Previously, Ms Bowell worked as a museum curator, exhibit 

designer, and interpretive developer in the United States, Canada, and Germany. Her work includes 

the planning and opening of the Fort Collins Museum of Discovery, the launch of History Colorado, 

and the public interpretation of the Lindenmeier Site, the largest Paleoindian archaeology site in 

North America. She is a contributing author to the book Active Collections. 
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20:05 ANNA TOLEDANO @ANNATOLEDANO 

Resurrecting Lost Objects in the Natural History Museum 

Do #museums🏛️ still need #objects? Steven Conn's ❓ looms large. It's 🔑 for #twitterstorians - how 

do we ✍️ #history of #things we don't have? We work on dead people; what about 💀 objects? I'll share 

🌟 examples from around the 🌎 of lost 🐻🌿💎 recovered from creative sources. 

 

Speaker biography 

Anna Toledano is a PhD candidate @Stanford studying history of science. Her dissertation, “Collecting 

Empire: The Science and Politics of Natural History Museums in New Spain, 1770–1820,” focuses on 

natural history collecting in eighteenth-century Spain and Spanish America. Most recently, Anna 

published a co-authored chapter with Paula Findlen, “The Materials of Natural History,” in the edited 

volume Worlds of Natural History (Cambridge University Press, 2018). She is also a museum 

professional and developed content for exhibitions and collections @NYBG from 2012 to 2015. 

 

20:30 CONOR HEFFERNAN @PHYSCSTUDY 

Building the Perfect Man? Scientific Progress, Physical Culture and Personal Health in the Early 

Twentieth Century 

Studying personal exercise in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, this presentation 

discusses the nexus between personal health and ideas of scientific progress through the use of home 

exercise equipment. Primarily that found in Great Britain and the United States. 

 

Speaker biography 

Conor Heffernan is Assistant Professor of Physical Culture and Sport Studies at the University of Texas 

at Austin. Interested in late nineteenth and early twentieth century physical culture, Conor 

researches the nexus between personal health, medicine and scientific thought. 


